
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL 

In the Matter of: 

RHO-CHEM CORPORATION 
435 isis Avenue 
Ingl&mod, CA 90301 

EPA ID No : CAD 008 364 432 
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Docket HblCA 2002 0057 

ENFORCEMENT ORDER 

Health and Safety Code 

Section 25187 

INTRODUCTION 

1 1 Parties. The State ~epartment of Toxic Substances 

~ntrol (Department) issues this Enforcement Order (Order) to Rho- 

lern Corporation (Respondent) 

1 2. Site Respondent generates, handles, stores a~.d/or 

Lsposes of hazardous waste at the following site: 435 Isis Aienue, 

~glewood, California 90301 (Site) 

1 3  Perrr,it/Interim Status The Departine~t authorized 

!spondent to manage hazardous waste by Hazardous Waste Facility 

. - .  xmit issued on Se~cember 23, 1990, a d  modi~ied on November 21, 

101 



1.4,. Jurisdiction Section 25187 of the Health and 

jafety Code authorizes the Department to order action necessary to 

:orrect violations and assess a penalty when the Department 

ietermines that any person has violated specified provisions of the 

iealth and Safety Code or any permit, rule, regulation, standard, 

lr requirement issued or adopted pursuant thereto 

DETERMINATION OF VIOLATIONS 

2 The Department has determined that : 

2 1 a  The Respondent violated California Co 

egulations, title 22, section 66264 , 1 7 1 ,  in that on or about- June 

9, 2002, Respondent failed to transfer hazardous waste from 55- 

allon drums not in good condition (bulging) to containers in good 

ondit ion 

2 1 b ,  The Respondent violated California Code of 

egulations, title 22, section 66264.171, in that. on or about June 

9, 2002, Respondent failed to transfer hazardous waste from a 

eaking roll-off bin to a container(s) in good condition 

2 2 The Respondent violated California Code of 

eg~~ations, title 22, section 66264 31, in that on or about June 

3, 2002, Respondent failed to maintain and operate facility in 

manner to minimize the possibility of unplanned release of 

azardous waste constituents to air which could threaten human 

2alth or the envi.ronment Respon2ent failed to close the manhole 

f Tank 35 allowing vo1ati.l.e organics to be released into the air 

2 3 , ,  The Respondent violated California Code of 

xmlations, title 22, section 6625414, subsection ( c ) ,  in that on 



,r about June 29, 2002, Respondent failed to post at an entrance to 

n active portion of the facility a sign with the legend: "DANGER 

AZARDOUS WASTE AREA - UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL KEEP OUT " 

2 4 The Respondent violated California Code of 

egulations, title 22, section 66264 193, subsection (c) (2), in 

hat on or about June 29, 2002, Respondent failed to maintain the 

econdary containment system for above ground tank storage area B 

nd drum storage area A free of cracks and holes. 

SCHEDULE FOR COMPLIAiiCE 

3 Based on the foregoing Determination of Violations, 

T IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

3 1  Respondent has corrected the viol.ations cited above, 

espondent shall operate hereafter in a manner that shall prevent 

ecurrences of the violations cited herein, 

3 2 .  Submittals. All submittals from a Respondent 

ursuant to this Order shall be sent to: 

Roberto Kou, Unit Chief 

Statewide Compliance Di.vi.si.on 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 

1011 North Grandvi.2~ Avenue 

Glendale, California 91201 

3 3 Conmunications A11 approvals and ciecisions of the 

2partment made regardi.ng submittals and notifications will be 

~mmunicated to Respondent in writing by the Branch Chief, 

+partmeat of Toxic Substances Controi, or his/her designee NO 

lformal advice, guidance, suggestions, or comments by the 



Department regarding reports, pl.ans , specifications , schedu1.e~ , or 

m y  other writings by Respondent shall be construed to relieve 

3espondent of the obligation to obtain such formal approvals as may 

3e required 

3 . 4  Deuartment Review and Amroval If the Department 

jetermines that any report, plan, schedule, or other document 

submitted for approval. pursuant to this Order fai.1.s to comply with 

:he Order or fai.1.s to protect public health or safety or the 

?nvirbnment, the Department may: 

a Modify the document as deemed necessary and approve 

:he document as modified, or 

b Return the document to Respondent with recommended 

:hanges and a date by which Respondent must submit to the Department 

revised document incorporating the recommended changes 

3 5  Com~lia~ce with A.uolicable Laws,: Respondent shall 

arry out this Order in compliance with al.1 local, State, and 

ederal requirements, including but not limited to requirements to 

btain permits and to assure worker safety, 

3 6 Endazaerment durincr Im~lementation,: In the event 

hat the Department determines that any circumstances or activity 

whether or not pursued in compliance with thi.s Order) are creating 

n imminent or substantial endangerment to the health or welfare of 

eople on the site or in the surrounding area or to the environment, 

he Department may order Respondent to stop further implementation 

f this Order for such period of time as needed to abate the 

ndangerrnent Any deadl.ine in. this Order directly affected by a 



Stop Work Order under this section shall be extended for the term 

3f the Stop Work Order 

3 . 7  Liability: Nothing in this Order shall, constitute 

31 be construed as a satisfaction or release from liability for any 

zonditions or claims arising as a result of past, current, or future 

e per at ions of Respondent Notwi.thstanding compliance with the terms 

,f this Order, Respondent may be required to take further actions 

3s are necessary to protect public health or welfare or the 

mvir:onment 

3 8 Site Access: Access to the site shall be provided 

st all. reasonable times to employees, contractors, and consultants 

)f the Department, and any agency having jurisdicti.on. Nothing in 

:his Order is intended to limit in any way the right of entry or 

nspection that any agency may otherwise have by operation of any 

.aw The Department and i.ts authorized representatives shall have 

.he authority to enter and move freely about all property at. the 

:ite at all reasonable times for purposes i.ncl.uding but not limited 

o: inspecting records, operating logs, and contracts relating to 

he Site; revi.ewing the progress of Respondent in carrying out the 

erms of this Order; and conducting such tests as the Department may 

eem necessary~ Respondent skall permit such persons to inspect and 

opy all records, Cocuments, and other writings, incl.uding all 

ampl.ing and monitoring Zata, in any way pertaining to work 

ndertaken pursuant. to this Order 

3 9  Data and Document Availabilitv Respondent shall. 

ermit the Department and its authorized repr.esentati.ves to ir?s?ect 

nci copy all samplin~, testing, monitoring, mci other data generated 



by Respondent or on Respondent's behalf i.n any way pertainhg to 

uork undertaken pursuant 'o this Order Respondent shall. allow the 

Department and its authorized representatives to take duplicates of 

m y  samples collected by Respondent pursuant to this Order 

3espondent shall maintain a central depository of the data, reports, 

3nd other documents prepared pursuant to this Order A1.l such data, 

reports, and other documents shall be preserved by Respondent for 

I minimum of six years after the conclusion of all activities under 

:his Order If the Department requests that. some or all, of these 

locuments be preserved for a longer peri.od of time, Respondent shall 

?ither comply with that request, deliver the documents to the 

kpartment, or permit the Department to copy the documents prior to 

iestruction Respondent shall notify the Department in writing at 

.east six months prior to destroying any documents prepared pursuant 

:o this Order 

3 1 0  Government Liabilities: The State of California 

:hall not be liable for injuries or damages to persons or property 

'esulting from acts or omissions by Respondent or related parties 

n carrying out activities pursuant to this Order, nor shall the 

tate of California be held as a party to my contract entered into 

~y Respondent or its agents in carrying out activities pursuant to 

he Ordex 

3 11, Incorooration of Plans and ReD- 3.11 plans, 

chedul.es, and reports that require De2artment approval and are 

ubmitted by Respon.dent pursuant to this Order are i.ncorporated in 

his Order. upon approval by the Department 



3.12 Extension Request: If Respondent is unable to 

,erfon any activity or 5ubmi.t any document within the time required 

lnder this Order, the Respondent may, prior to expiration of the 

ime, request an extension of time in writing The extension 

equest shall include a justification for the delay. 

3.13 Extension A D D ~ O V ~ ~ S :  If the Department determines 

hat good cause exists for an extension, it will grant the request 

nd specify in writing a new compliance schedule 

OTHER PROVISIONS, 

4 . 1  Additional Enforcement Actions: By i.ssuance of this 

rder, the Department does not waive the right to take further 

nforcement actions 

4 2  Penalties for Noncom~liance: Failure to comply with 

he terms of this Order may also subject Respondent to costs, 

snalties, and/or punitive damages for any costs incurred by the 

2partment or other government agencies as a result of such failure, 

j provided by Health and Safety Code section 25188 and other 

2plicable provisions of law 

4 . 3  Parties Bound: This Order shall. apply to and be 

inding upon Respondent, and its officers, directors, agents, 

~ployees, contractors, consultants, receivers, trustees, 

lccessors, and assiwees, including but not limited to ineividuals, 

ir tners, and subsidiary and parent corporations 

4 4 , Time Periods "Days" for purposes of this Older 

ians calendar days 



PENALTY, 

5 .  Based on the foregoing DETERMINATION OF VIOLATIONS, 

:he Department sets the amount of Respondent's penalty 

it $38,500. Payment is due within 30 days from the effective date 

>f the Order Respondent's check shall be made payable to the 

Iepartment of Toxic Substances Control, and shall identify the 

tespondent and Docket Number, as shown in the heading of this case, 

iespondent shall deliver the pena1.t~ payment to: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 

Accounting Offlce 

1001 I Street, 21st floor 

P 0 Box 806 

Sacramento, California 95812-0806 

photocopy of the check shall be sent to: 

Roberto Kou, Unit Chief 

Statewide Compliance Division 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 

10 11 North Gr a.r~dview Avenue 

Glendale. California 91201 

RIGRT TO F YE>.FLNC 

6 Respo~dent may request a hearing to challenge the 

rder Pppeal proce?.u~es are described 11- the attached Statement 

o Respodent 



EFFECTIVE DATE 

7 Order is final and effective twenty days from the 

ate of mailing, which 1s the date of the cover letter transmitting 

he Order to Respondent, unless Respondent requests a hearing within 

he twenty-day period 

ate of IssuanceJanuary 17, 2003 - 

Original signed by Roberto Kou 

RoBerto Kou, Unit Chief 

Statewide Compliance Division 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 


